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COMM 3304 020, Interpersonal Communication
	
	



Professor:  Prairie Endres-Parnell, MFA, MA 			Phone:  806-470-6456
Office:  	Classroom, prior to class		Office Hours:  MW 8am – 9am, 2pm-4pm (Stephenville); T/TR 9am-10:45am  (Fort 
Worth)	
E-Mail Address:   parnell@tarleton.edu (preferred), prairie.endres.parnell@gmail.com

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK 

Knapp, Vangelisti, Caughlin.  Interpersonal Communication & Human Relationships.

In addition to the text you will need the following:
· Current Tarleton email (or forwarding account)  MUST CHECK DAILY!
· Blackboard every day
· A clicker

COURSE DESCRIPTION
A course designed to improve individual communication skills relevant to human relationships. The development and maintenance of interpersonal (one-to-one) relations are examined, with special emphasis on identifying and correcting communication breakdown. A portion of the course will be devoted to exercises designed to improve interpersonal skills.
COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES

The following objectives should assist you in summarizing the expectations of this
course. Upon completing this course you should:

	Knowledge Outcomes
	a. Students will know the stages of a relationships initiation and termination.
b. Students will know how culture affects the interpersonal dynamic.
c. Students will know how interpersonal communication affects inter-family relationships. 
d. Students will know how to modify their interpersonal communication style to improve relationships.

	Skill Outcomes
	a. Students will be able to communicate effectively in interpersonal situations
b. Students will be able to identify the stages of a relationship.
c. Students will be able to analyze the interpersonal communication research.
d. Students will be able to improve their own interpersonal skills. 



TEACHING PHILOSOPHY
The classroom is place in which different opinions, backgrounds, and orientations come together.  To further learning, the classroom is a place in which each opinion is equally valid until that opinion infringes on the rights of another.  In other words, speak up but keep it civil.  Students and teachers learn through doing so learning must encompass aspects that intrude directly into everyday life.  Expect to apply and understand what is being taught, not simply regurgitate it on a test or in a speech.

COURSE POLICIES

COURSE/STUDENT EXPECTATIONS

I hold several expectations of my students.  In exchange for you upholding your end of the bargain, I allow you the following expectations of me:  your assignments will be graded in a timely fashion, each assignment will be explained to its fullest, I will treat you with respect at all times, I will not tend to personal business during class time, I will teach you to the best of my ability, I will uphold the rules of the college, and I will maintain the classroom as a safe zone.

In return, I expect:
1. Participation during class
2. Upkeep on assignments, reading
3. Respect to myself and your fellow students
4. Work delivered on time
5. Studying for tests
6. Proper spelling, grammar, and text formatting.
7. Typed assignments

TURNING IN ASSIGNMENTS AND LATE WORK

All outlines and papers MUST be typed and proof-read.  Work that is not grammatically correct will be docked 5 points.  Make use of the library and the writing lab.

All assignments, presentations, papers, and exams must be completed as scheduled. I DO NOT ACCEPT ASSIGNMENTS VIA EMAIL (INCLUDING ATTACHMENTS). All assignments are to be presented through the blackboard assignment.

Late or make-up work will not be accepted unless you are given permission prior to the due date. All late work is subject to instructor’s discretion and a 20% per day deduction.  If late work is accepted, it should be accompanied with (stapled to) the appropriate documentation. All late work and absence documentation must be received within one week from the absence.   No in-class activities can be made up.

Failure to take class exams as scheduled  WILL result in a failing grade for the assignment.   Missed exams cannot be made up without a valid excuse (Doctor's visit, death, school activity).  Missed exams must be made up within five days.

HOLY DAY OBSERVANCE
Texas House Bill 256 requires institutions of higher education to excuse a student from attending classes or other required activities, including examinations, for the observance of a religious holy day.  The student shall also be excused for time necessary to travel.  An institution may not penalize the student for the absence and allows for the student to take an exam or complete an assignment from which the student is excused.  No prior notification of the instructor is required, however, it would be courteous to do so.

ADA STATEMENT
Any student who because of a disability may require special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact me as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.

ACADEMIC HONESTY
Every student is to submit independent and original work. Plagiarism or cheating in any way will not be tolerated. STUDENTS FOUND PLAGIARIZING OR CHEATING CAN EXPECT TO BE TURNED IN TO THE DEAN’S OFFICE, ACADEMIC HONESTY BOARD, AND EARN A FAILING GRADE FOR THE ASSIGNMENT AT MINIMUM AND QUITE POSSIBLY A FAILING GRADE FOR THE COURSE—THERE ARE NO EXCEPTIONS. In addition, the offense may become part of your permanent record.
 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS

Activities and Assignments

In class assignments totaling (roughly) 300 points for the semester will consist of various exercises done as a group.  Activities will consist of the following elements:
· Quizzes over each chapter (on blackboard, prior to class)
· In class discussions (sometimes graded as participation)
· Real life assignments	

Major Course Assignments

· Movie Analysis paper (100pts) – A 5-7 page paper applying a theory to a film.
· Final Paper (100 pts) – A 5-7 pg. independent paper explaining and applying an interpersonal theory discussed in the class.  More details to follow.
· Mini-papers (25 pts each, 4 total) - 2-3 page papers applying skills gained to real life scenarios, film, TV, ect.  More details to follow.
· Group presentations
Exams
	There will be two exams, each over ½ of the semester.  Each exam may consist of multiple choice, true/false, fill-in-the-blank, and essay type questions.  
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**Please Note**:

It is expected and is your responsibility to complete reading assignments & quizzes for the day listed on the schedule. 

* You are expected to keep up with your own grades.  You should know your standing in the course at any time during the semester.  Grades will not be given by e-mail. If you have concerns about your progress, you should come see me during office hours for feedback. Do not wait until the end of the semester to show concern for your grade.

* This syllabus represents a contract between students and instructor. By remaining in this course, you are agreeing to these guidelines and requirements. However, as the instructor, I do reserve the right to make modifications to meet the needs of students.

Fall 2016 Schedule

	Date
	Topic
	Reading

	Week 1
Aug 30th
Sept 1st
	Welcome
Introduction

Lifeblood of Relationships
Chapter 1
	Quiz 1 due BEFORE Sept 1st.




	Week 2
Sept 6th
Sept 8th
	Stages of Coming together/apart
Chapter 2

	Quiz 2 due BEFORE Sept 8th.
In class:  Attachment worksheet


	Week 3
Sept 13th
Sept 15th
	Nature of Communication
Chapter 3
	Quiz 3 due BEFORE Sept 13th 


	Week 4
Sept 20th
Sept 22nd 
	Environment & culture
Chapter 4
	Quiz 4 due BEFORE Sept. 20th 
Mini-writing 1 (on attachment)

	Week 5
Sept 27th
Sept 29th 
	
Dialogue
Chapter 5

	Quiz 5 due BEFORE Sept 27th

In Class:  Personality Worksheet

	Week 6
October 4th
October 6th 
	Rituals
Chapter 6
	Quiz 6 due BEFORE Oct. 4th

In Class:  Love Worksheet


	Week 7
October 11th
October 13th

	Intimate Dialogue 
Chapter 7
	Quiz 7 due BEFORE Oct 11th 

Mini-writing 2 (on Love or Personality)

	Week 8
October 18th
October 20th

	Paper 1 Due on Blackboard

	Exam 1 in Person

	Week 9
October 25th
October 27th

	Disclosure, Lies, Fights
Chapter 8
	Quiz 8 due BEFORE Oct. 25th 

	Week 10
Nov. 1st
Nov. 3rd

	Commitment & Intimacy
Chapter 9
	Quiz 9 due BEFORE Nov. 1st

	Week 11
Nov. 8th
Nov. 10th

	Coming Apart
Chapter 10
	Quiz 10 due BEFORE Nov. 8th

ONLINE THIS THURSDAY ONLY!!

	Week 12
Nov. 15th
Nov. 17th

	Coming Apart
Chapter 11
	Quiz 11 due BEFORE Nov. 15th
Mini-writing 3 (on chapter 10 or 11)

	Week 13
Nov. 22nd
Nov. 24th

	Effective Communication
Chapter 12

Thanksgiving
	Chapter 12
Quiz 12 due BEFORE Nov. 22nd.

NO CLASS 24th

	Week 14
Nov. 29th
Dec 1st

	Student Picked Studies
Group 1 and 2
	

	Week 15
Dec. 6th

	Group 3 and 4
	Final Papers due on Blackboard 
Mini-writing 4  (evaluation of presentations)

	Final Exam
	Final Exam
	Chapters 8-12



